Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Bangladesh

Bangladesh is one of the most important non-breeding
grounds for Spoon-billed Sandpipers with highest single
count of 209 in 1989 from the south-central coast of
Bangladesh. However, to date Sonadia Island of Cox’s
Bazar, Nijhum Dwip National Park, Ganguirar Char and
few other small patches of coastal sites support this bird
in Bangladesh. Up to 45 individuals was recorded at
Ganguirar Char in 2016, and possibly around 50-70
birds winter in the coastal areas. In Bangladesh hunting
was major threat to the species on Sonadia Island. Loss
of intertidal mudflats due to large-scale coastal
development especially along the coast of Cox’s Bazar
are threatening its existence. Moreover, conversion of
intertidal mudflats into salt and shrimp culture and
agricultural encroachment key threats.
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Why they are becoming extinct?

Unfortunately, the Spoon-billed Sandpiper is nearing
extinction faster than other bird species on our planet,
with population left just around 300-700 individuals of all
ages. During its long journey from Russia and at the
wintering countries, it faces many problems including
loss of important stop-over sites to land reclamation
(like the Saemangeum of South Korea where they
refuel and rest), illegal hunting, coastal development,
aquaculture, pollution, habitat loss to invasive grass and
climate change.
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I Conservation work in Bangladesh

In 2009, Bangladesh  Spoon-billed  Sandpiper
Conservation Project (BSCP) was formed. Since then, the
project pioneered many interventions to halt the
population decline. First, we identified key sites and
threats in Bangladesh. To mitigate shorebird hunting on
Sonadia Island, we worked with local hunters in 2011 and
signed agreements with them to quit shorebird hunting
and protect them instead, in exchange of alternative
livelihood support. Large-scale awareness campaigns
were carried out in 2012-14 including the locally popular
boat race. The project continued to work with the Forest
Department and established a temporary bird observatory
on Sonadia Island in 2017. BSCP discovered Ganguirar
Char in 2015 that held 45 SBS, which was declared as a
Flyway Network Site in 2018. In addition to these, BSCP
conducts regular monitoring at key sites, carried out
expeditions to find new sites, contributes to global
knowledge by reporting flagged birds and by publishing
scientific papers.
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Save The Spoon-billed Sandpiper




I What is Spoon-billed Sandpiper?

The Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Calidris pygmaea)
is one of the world’s rarest birds and endemic to
the East Asian - Australasian Flyway (EAAF). It
was up listed to Critically Endangered on the
IUCN Red List in 2008 and still considered
globally Critically Endangered. This shorebird is
almost the same size as sparrow, about: 14-16
cm in length, born with a unique spoon shaped
bill. It is a migratory shorebird that breeds in
Russian Arctic centered on the coast of Chukotka
Peninsula and winters 5,000 miles away in the
intertidal mudflats of Asia: mainly in Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Thailand and China.
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper Breeding Range & Flyways
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Distribution of the spoon-billed sandpiper
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The future is in our hands

The future of this unique birds is in our hands. None
but us can help the survival of these birds by putting
a definite stop to habitat destruction, hunting and
offering safe migration routes and wintering grounds.
If we can’t assure these two components as
immediate support, then the species will soon be
extinct forever.
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What are we doing to save Spoon-billed
Sandpiper from extinction?

Several international organizations joint forced to form the
Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force and dedicatedly working to
save this species from extinction by mitigating SBS hunting in
Bangladesh and Myanmar by providing alternative livelihood
support to local hunters, by protecting its sites in China and
Thailand and by undertaking a daunting mission of collecting
eggs from a few nests at breeding grounds to build up the
number of birds in captivity and collect the eggs from its nests,
hatch them in captivity, and release them into the wild to boost
populations.
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(1) Collecting eggs from SBS
nest, Russia June 2011 (2) eggs
hatched in incubator, (3) SBS
chick in captivityl © WW/T




